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Who we are
The National Environmental Center (NEC) (www.environment.md) is a public association of
non-profit, non-governmental, non-political character, set up by the free expressing of
willingness of associated persons. NEC began its activity on March 18, 2010, with a team of
professionals who have 15-25 years of experience in the field of ecology. The association
implements environmental activities with particular focus on water resources protection
and environmental education of the population.
Members of the National Centre for Environment promote the respect for nature,
harmonious and healthy lifestyle, and the right to a healthy environment and implement
activities both in the Republic of Moldova and neighbouring countries. The organisation
has 4 full-time employees, when needed there are subcontracted consultants. About 40
volunteers are actively involved in our activities.
Our vision is to promote a free and open society, which respects the universal balance in
everyday life aiming to live in a harmonious and sustainable manner.
Our mission is to contribute to the reestablishment of a balanced and sustainable
development by developing capacities of different stakeholders in the field of environment,
supporting environmental education and public awareness, involving all society actors in
environmental activities.
To achieve its mission NEC has set the following objectives:
1. to put maximum effort in raising public awareness on sustainable development
principles and especially on the fact that, the society, economy and environment are
depending equally on each other;
2. to raise public awareness on the right to a clean and healthy environment, as a
fundamental human right;
3. to create partnerships with NGOs fro for exchange of experience, capacity building
and implement common activities;
4. to create partnerships with local public authorities and business sector to reestablish the natural balance, as well as explaining the role of each stakeholder in
the process of sustainable development, implementing practical actions;
5. to create partnerships between educational institutions, to educate the young
generation in the spirit of respect the natural balance, as a basic pre-condition of
harmonious development of the society.
The most relevant projects implemented by NEC in the priod 0f 2010-211 are listed in
chapters which follow.

Eco-School – the way to sustainable development
The project „Eco-School – the
way to sustainable development”
was launched in 2010 in
Chisinau and was financed by
the Embassy of Finland in
Bucharest. The participants of
the project were teachers, school
administration, NGOs, local
community, parents and other
interested groups, though the
main beneficiaries were school
students. This project created
facilities for integration of young
generation in society, as well as
contributed to strengthen the cooperation between students, teachers, parents, local
community, NGOs and other interested groups.
The goal of the project „Eco-School” was to educate the young generation in the spirit of
sustainable development by means of participatory and democratic environmental
education. The project was implemented in 2 stages in 2 high schools in Chisinau.

Eco-School (phase I)
The first phase of the
project was implemented
in the Republican High
School of Real Sciences in
2010.
The target group of the
project were the students
of 9-12 grades; teachers
and school administration;
parents interested in
supporting
children's
initiative, representatives
of environmental NGOs
and mass- media representatives.
There was created the Eco-School Council consisting mainly of students and teachers,
who together with the National Environmental Center (NEC) representative had
developed the Eco-School Strategic Operational documents. The Council was formed of 3
working groups on priority areas:
•
•
•

water
air
waste

The Eco-School Council examined
and approved the Regulation of the
Council, which provided methods
for election and re-election its
members, their responsibilities,
objectives, rights, frequency of
meetings, etc. The Eco- School
Council’s working group made also
an assessment on environmental
situation in school, on priority
areas identified by reference to the environmental situation in Chisinau, and the place
where the school is located. This evaluation was summarized in the Report on
Environmental Situation, developed by students, assisted by teachers and NEC team. Then,
based on analysis method, there was developed the Environmental Action Plan for 2011.

Certain activities, such as cleaning campaigns of riverbanks, planting trees and discussions
with the population on how important is to keep the water clean, were organized in
cooperation with the
National Environmental
Center. The members of
the Eco-Council had the
opportunity to make the
biological monitoring of
Isnovat stream (Bic river
tributary).
The most important
result of the project
was the contribution to
the attitude of youth
towards environmental
issues.
The
project
foresaw to develop a
clear vision on sustainable development, civic participation, democracy, freedom and
responsibility of election, natural balance, decision-making process and social
responsibility.
Another result was the development of a new pattern of education in the field of
sustainability, which could be implemented at the national scale, in more schools of the
country, thus contributing at building an adequate mentality of the citizens
towards the environment..
The last but not the least result was the creation and strengthening of partnerships
between students, teachers, school administration, parents, civil society, local authorities,
business community in order to implement various civic initiatives. More information
about the project could be found bellow: http://environment.md/en/projects/17-Eco-School--the-way-to-sustainable-development-phase-I.html

Promoting sustainable development in Moldova by defending the right
to a clean environment
The project “Promoting sustainable development in Moldova by defending the right to a clean
environment” was implemented by NEC with the support of the US State Department,
through the Democracy Grants Program and the Grant Program of the Lithuanian Embassy
in Chisinau, during May -August 2011. The project aimed at strengthen the civil society to
get actively involved in the elaboration and implementation of environmental policies and
legislation of the Republic of Moldova and to increase the awareness level on basic human
right - the right to a clean environment.

The main objectives of the project aimed to raise public awareness on environmental
pollution cases, to train civil society to defend the right to a clean environment, to
strengthen the cooperation between civil society and the Ministry of Environment and
other competent bodies in the process of development and implementation of
environmental policies and legislation, as well as to involve the public in adjusting the
Environmental Strategy of Moldova for 2012-2022 in providing comments and
recommendations. The main components of the projects were the following:

Public hearings on pollution cases of shallow well waters in Lipnic village
(Ocnita district)
NEC organized public
hearings on pollution
case of shallow well
waters in Lipnic village,
which are used for
drinking by the local
population,
with
wastewater
from
Ocnita Central Hospital.
The
purpose
of
organizing
public
hearings was to bring
together the decisionmaking factors and to
find
out
viable
th
solutions to this serious case of pollution. Thus, on the 8 of June 2011, NEC
representatives together with the Director of Ocnita Rayonal Hospital, the mayor of Lipnic
village, Chief of Section for Water Resources and Atmospheric Air of State Ecological
Inspectorate and Deputy President of public association "Hyde Park" met about 45 citizens
in Lipnic village, where the above mentioned case, as well as the problem of wells water
quality were discussed. During this meeting the villagers had the opportunity to test wells
water quality they drink to nitrate concentration. Thus in 36 cases out of 61 tested, there
were found concentration of nitrates which overcame the allowable limits. The impact of
polluted waters on human health is reflected in the movie "We are what we drink", which
was developed within the project. The movie could be seen bellow:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tZDi-bkUDvs

How to defend our right to a clean environment?
Subsequently, on June 21, 2011, NEC
organized the training "How to defend our
right to a clean environment?”. The target
group of the training were environmental
NGOs interested in legal issues related to
the protection of the above mentioned
right. The purpose of the event was to
enhance the involvement of civil society in
monitoring
the
compliance
of
environmental
legislation
in
their
localities and to act appropriate in order to detect legislation-breaking cases. The results of

the training and the movie were presented during the Aarhus Convention Conference
which was held in Chisinau during June 27 – July 1, 2011.

Regional public consultations on the National Environmental Strategy 20122022
NEC in collaboration with the Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Regional
Development initiated the regional public consultations in Chisinau municipality, Cimislia
town and Balti municipality during June 27-29, 2012. The goal of these consultations was
to examine the draft of the strategy, the general objectives of promoting sustainable
development and the concept of green economy, to discuss the integration of
environmental requirements within socio-economic development of the country at
national and local levels, setting the sector goals and indicators in the environmental field,
to discuss the role of local authorities and local partners, public associations in developing,
promoting and implementing the strategy. These events joined together the
representatives of the Regional Development Agencies, Rayonal Councils, Ecological
Inspections and associations which contributed to the improvement of the content of the
strategy with their recommendations.

This project is a component part in the process of strengthening the voice of the civil
society in Moldova on defending the right to a clean environment.

Ecological Rehabilitation of Cubolta Stream
The Ecological Rehabilitation of Cubolta Stream initiative began in 2004 and was started by
REC Moldova, later taken over by NEC. This project was supported by several American
foundations. Subsequently, the initiative turned into a Small Grants Program in the basin of
Cubolta stream, Small Grants Program for biology teachers in Galati county (Romania) and
the Chernivtsy region, Novoselytsa locality (Ukraine).

The main components were the following:

"Save Our Streams" project (SOS)
"Save Our Streams" project (SOS) was launched in Moldova in 2004 at the initiative of
several foundations from United States of America – Ohrstrom foundation, Global
Environmental and Technology Foundation and Izaac Walton League of America and
implemented by REC Moldova. The main goal of the initiative was raising awareness of the
population on the importance of protecting the streams and rivers in Moldova. was
launched in 2004 and later has evolved into a small grants programme implemented in the
basin Cubolta River. The project aimed to raise awareness of local population on protection
of small rivers and served as an instrument of environmental education in the country.

The basic method promoted by the project was to determine the water quality of small
rivers through the method of biological monitoring. The main local partner of the
initiative was the institute of Zoology of academy of Science of Moldova who participated in
the development of the Guide on the assessment of the stream’s water quality through
biological monitoring. As a result of this initiative, many teachers and NGOs from Moldova
were trained on how to apply biological monitoring and test the water quality in streams

and rivers. Hundreds of schoolchildren were trained on how to apply this very simple
method and it was decided to expand de SOS program in Moldova to the neighboring
countries – Romania and Ukraine. The program was implemented in those administrative
units which have a common border with Moldova. Thus, activities of raising public
awareness on the importance of streams protection and conservation were implemented in
the basins of Dniester and Prut rivers – which are forming the border of Moldova on the
east and west of the country.

Small Grants Program in the basin of Cubolta stream
The program beneficiaries identified many pollution sources and factors of degradation of
streams and rivers and decided to go forward with solving those problems which affect the
stream and the rivers.

In order to help beneficiaries solve the problems which affect the stream a pilot project on
“Environmental rehabilitation of Cubolta stream” was implemented in Moldova. The
project promoted the implementation of the integrated water resources management in
Moldova and the involvement of different relevant stakeholders. During the
implementation of the project, the following results were obtained:
•

Creation of the Cubolta Basin Council from 15 members, representing local public
administration from 5 districts, local state environmental and health organizations,
local water users, NGOs and civil society.

•
•

Identification of the environmental situation in the Cubolta stream basin
Development and approval at the local level of the Cubolta management plan.

Thus, in order to promote the implementation of the Cubolta Management Plan a Small
Grant Programme for the environmental rehabilitation of the Cubolta stream was launched
in early 2012 to help the people from Cubolta stream basin solve environmental problems
which affect stream. The Programme was supported financially by GETF.
Small Grants Programme Cubolta River Basin supported the following projects:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lipnic village - ”Cubolta, the individual threat, collective protection”;
Mosana village – “Cleaning springs of Cubolta River”;
Plop village – “Improving the springs’ management by cleaning and deepening the
Cubolta riverbed”;
Mindic village – “Repairing the bridge over Cubolta stream”;
Chetrosu village - ”Rehabilitating sewage system in Chetrosu secondary school”;
Suri village –“Protection and rehabilitation of Cubolta stream”;
Dominteni village – “Planting trees on the bank of Cubolta stream”;
Hasnasenii Mari village - ”Rehabilitation of Cubolta riverbed”;
Moara de piatra village – Elimination of illegal waste dump, spring arrangement and
planting trees”;
Cubolta village - Construction of a new park in Cubolta village”.

Construction of the waste dump in Moara de Piatra village.

e-Environment Transparency
The project “e-Environment Transparency” was implemented during 13.06.2011 –
31.12.2011 and was supported by the representative of the World Bank in Moldova.
The main goal of the project was to promote environmental transparency and to improve
the environmental decision-making process in Moldova.

The project achieved the following results:
•
•
•

•

There were identified pollution sources of surface waters with sewage from
treatment plants which are broken or defective and/ or businesses in Moldova;
There were made of two films about pollution of surface waters with sewage;
The movies were disseminated in internet through Internet television CurajTV. The
movie "Ecological catastrophe in Ciorescu village" (http://curaj.tv/nocomment/catastrofa-ecologica-la-ciorescu/) relates to the case of pollution of Ichel
river in the village, Chisinau, with wastewater from the non-functional treatment
plant of Chisinau municipality. The movie "Budesti village environmental problems"
(http://curaj.tv/reportaj/social/probleme-de-mediu-la-budesti/)
relates
to
the
pollution case of Frumusica
river in Budesti village from
Chisinau
non-functional
wastewater treatment plant;
There was developed the
interactive application "online
pollution sources", which is an
interactive
map
marking
pollution sources of surface
waters
with
sewage,

documenting them with video and/or photo, data about laboratory analysis of
water, information about whom is affected (school, mayoralties, kindergartens ,
hospitals, lakes , forests, etc.) in radius of 1 km from pollution source.

